Western-Pacific Region
Airports District Office

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Rm. 7-128
Honolulu, HI 96813
MAIL: Box 50244
Honolulu, HI 96850-0001
Telephone: (808) 312-6028
FAX: (808) 312-6048

September 30, 2020
Mr. Ross Higashi
Deputy Director - Airports Division
State of Hawaii, DOT
400 Rodgers Blvd., Suite 700
Honolulu, Hawaii 96819-1880
Dear Mr. Higashi:
SUBJECT:

Aviation Forecast Approval -

Lihue Master Plan

We acknowledge receipt of your letter dated June 10, 2020 (AIR-EP 20.0069) requesting approval of the
Baseline Forecast for inclusion in the Airport Master Plan for Lihue Airport (LIH). The Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), Airports District Office has reviewed the aviation forecast for the Lihue Airport
(LIH) master plan and Noise Exposure Map Update – Aviation Activity Forecast dated March 2020. The
FAA approves these forecasts for airport planning purposes. The FAA approval is based on the
following:
1. The forecast was prepared in 2019 using 2018 as the base year. The baseline forecast of enplaned
passengers are projected to grow from 1.7 million in 2018 to 2.2 million in 2038, a compound
annual growth rate (CAGR) of 1.4 percent. Total aircraft operations are forecasted to grow at a
CAGR of 1.0 percent over the planning horizon, increasing from 130,278 in 2018 to 158,454 in
2038. The difference between the FAA Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) and Lihue Airport’s
forecast for total enplanements, based aircraft, and operations is within the 10 percent and 15
percent allowances for the 5 and 10 year planning horizon.
2. The forecast is based on current data and appropriate methodologies.
3. The forecast acknowledges recent Southwest Airlines capacity on future passenger and
operations projections.
4. The forecast considered local community interests through Technical Advisory committee and
public meetings held in 2019.
5. The forecast acknowledges COVID-19 uncertainties.
The approval of the forecast does not automatically constitute a commitment on the part of the United
States to participate in any development recommended in the master plan or shown on the ALP. All
future development will need to be justified by current activity levels at the time or proposed
implementation. Further, the approved forecasts may be subject to additional analysis or the FAA may
request a sensitivity analysis if this data is to be used for environmental or Part 150 noise planning
purposes.
If you have any questions about this forecast approval, please call me at (808) 312-6033.
Sincerely,

Kimberly Evans, Community Planner

